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Dear CHMS Families, The season of winter and the brand new 
calendar year are two of my favorite seasons in the Montessori 

classroom. The busy buzz of the holiday seasonis over. A new quiet 
and focus settles over us all. The newness of the school year and 

the classroom routine has passed. The children have confidence in 
their expectations and relationships.  

During the time of the new year many set resolutions. I have a set of 
goals for the new year that perhaps you would like to follow as well. 
One of my goals is listening to understand, not just to hear. Instead 

of asking my children, “how was your day”, I am going to make an 
effort to learn about their day. Their friendships, their experiences. I 

want to truly listen to what they are saying to me. This can be 
helped along by asking specific questions rather than vague ones. 

Another goal I am setting is quality of time spent together. Am I truly 
pausing to observe my students and my own family’s time together. 
This doesn’t mean grand gestures or adventures, but rather being in 

the moment when we’re together. I am going to be assisting my 
students in the process of taking care of our thoughts. I ask them 
often, “what are we putting out into the world, what are we hoping 
to take in?” During this dark, cold time of year, rather than curling 

up, and hiding from the world we should embrace this as a time of 
growth and goal setting, preparing us to achieve all that we hope for 

in the new year.  
The new calendar year is also when we begin to plan the academic 
year. We have so many plans and hopes for the students of CHMS. 

2019 is the year when we will send our first students onto junior 
high school. These children have been a part of CHMS for the entire 
eight years of our existence! So, I encourage all of the new parents 
of our youngest students to look to these older children to see the 

arc of your child’s educational journey, and to take in each moment, 
because it truly does go by so quickly.  

Thank you for sharing your children with us and for all of your 
support! We are so very grateful.  

Best,  
Ms. Megan  

TAX INFORMATION 
Tax information will 

be sent home by 
January 31st 

BOOK FAIR VOLUNTEERS 
We will be hosting a Scholastic 

book Fair beginning February 25th.  
We are in need of parent 

volunteers to  assist Amanda Gill 
with this event. Please email 

chldrenshouselewiston@gmail.com 
 if you are interested! 

WINTER BREAK  

Friday, December 14th through  
Tuesday, January 1st, 2019 

 

NO AFTER CARE  
Thursday, December 13th 

 

NO SCHOOL 
Monday, January 21st 

In Observance of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day/ Idaho Human Rights Day 

 

 
Sick Children 

Please remember that our policy is 
that children must remain at home if 

they have the following:  
A fever 100 degrees or higher 
Vomiting 
Diarrhea 
Severe Cough, congestion or 
runny nose 
Contagious Rash  
Lice  
Conjunctivitis (Pink eye)  

Children can return to school 24 hours 
after the symptoms are gone. Please 

refer to your parent handbook or 
email with questions.  

Please email the school at: 
childrenshouselewiston@gmail.com  

to inform us if your child will stay 
home that day.  

WINTER CLOTHING 
Big Building students  go outside daily, 

even on cold days, please dress your child 
in: 

A heavy winter coat 
Hat and Gloves 
Boots with heavy socks 
Layers of clothing 
Please label all outerwear items 
We will not go outside for recess when the 
temperature drops to a dangerous level.  
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Happy Holidays to our wonderful families! December is upon us and the New Year is quickly approaching. 
We have had exciting group lessons about Sinter Klaas, St. Lucia, and Hanukkah. The students have really enjoyed 

learning about traditions, singing songs, and playing games from around the world.   
I encourage parents to use our newsletters as a helpful way to engage in a conversation about our studies. A few 
questions you may ask your child are: why do some animals pack their bags in the winter? How does the weasel 
adapt for the snow? What does hibernation mean? You may be surprised at what these amazing children learn 
each day. January brings a new continent to our Geography studies; Antarctica. We will be exploring many types 
of penguins and the marine life that migrate to Antarctica such as Baleen Whales.  In Science, we will experiment 

with thermometers, ice, and the very popular “blubber” experiment.  Math and Language skills continue to 
flourish.  It is very exciting to see the progress that each student is making with letter sounds and formation.  I 

hope that each of our students and their families share love, peace, and togetherness during our winter break. I 
am grateful and truly honored to be teaching such a fantastic group of students. See you all in 2019! 

Kind regards, 
Ms. Stephanie  

   
Hello Primary Community Families, December was short, but so 
much fun. The children enjoyed all of our special crafts, lessons, 

holiday themed materials and special events such as Sinter Klaas 
and our holiday party! Thank you for all of the support and kind gifts. 

We are so thankful for all of you.  
We are excited to be moving onto our second semester of the 
school year. This is such an exciting time of year because the 
children are often settled into their routine and show more 

confidence in their newly developed skills. This month our Continent 
focus and classroom theme will be Antarctica and Winter. We will 

study this unique continent and the animals who live there. We are 
excited to provide sensory experiences with freezing water and then 
melting ice. We will learn about penguins and whales in science and 

how these animals can adapt and survive in one of the harshest 
environments in the world. Our Practical Life studies will continue to 

support fine and gross motor control with works in transferring, 
tying, buttoning,  and taking care of our classroom environment. The 

older children will learn how to polish, always a favorite work. The 
process of polishing (using child safe, homemade polish), not only 

supports the child’s sensory awareness, fine and gross motor 
control, but also provides them with an opportunity to take pride in 

their classroom environment. In Language the older friends will 
continue to learn new words to build with the moveable alphabet, 

work further with metal insets, which aid in the writing process and 
have new vocabulary words themed around winter and the animals 
of Antarctica. Our younger friends will experience sandpaper letters 

and practice letter sounds. In Math the children will continue to 
practice one to one correspondence and our older friends will 

practice addition and subtraction with the number rods. As always 
there will be art and craft lessons provided as well. We look forward 

to making penguins, painting with ice and water colors.  
Thank you for your trust and support. We wish you all a very happy 

new year! 
Best,  

Ms. Megan, Ms. Natalie, Ms. Nicole, Ms. Karrie and Ms. Amanda 

December has been a whirlwind of a 
month! I hope you all found our 

annual Holiday performance 
enjoyable, as all of the friends worked 
very hard to learn songs for the show. 
We have spent our class time learning 
about European holiday traditions that 

are closely related to our own 
Christmas traditions and had the 
privilege of participating in those 
celebrations. We have also been 

learning about European culture and, 
animals. January begins our study on 
Antarctica and in Science we will be 

studying about the ocean. Moving into 
the second semester of school, Math 

and Language activities will become an 
even bigger focus to strengthen their 
skills. After break we will start reading 
logs and I will send home baggy books 

once a week. (more information to 
come in January.) We are excited to 

welcome Ms. Harmony in January,  she 
will be completing her practicum 

hours in our classroom. 
Thank you for always being so 

supportive and allowing me to be a 
part of your children’s lives! It truly is a 
blessing to work and learn with them 

each day. I wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! See 

you in 2019! :) 
Best wishes,  
Ms. Delaney  
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Monday, January 
21st 

In Observance of 
Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day/ Idaho 
Human Rights Day 

To everyone who 
donated to the 

Upper Elementary 
Boot Bank and Coat 
Closet collection for 

local children in 
need. This is an 
ongoing effort. 

Please continue to 
bring in your clean, 
gently used items 
throughout the 

winter.  

Upper 
Elementary The 

next class 
project will be 
coming home 

soon!!  

Hello Families! “I heard a bird sing in the dark of December, a magical 
thing, and sweet to remember, we are nearer to spring than we were in 

September, I heard a bird sing in the dark of December”.  
This poem is a beautiful reminder to me at this time of year how 

precious and fleeting time truly is. We are so incredibly busy in our 
classroom every day, and I try my best to soak it in and to live in the 

moment, but teaching children in this age group requires (and in some 
moments begs for), constant planning ahead to the next lesson, 

project, ability and skill.  
We worked hard in December despite us only having two weeks with 
some works! We are fully caught up in math and I am excited for this 
new semester. I really encourage you to practice math at home with 
your child. Find them a fun game online or an app to practice their 

multiplication skills, at the very least, in order to keep those fresh. Allow 
them to play around on a calculator, make up equations with them. I 

would ask though that you not become discouraged if they do not 
know something off the top of their heads or cannot recite sums back 

to you rapid fire. Math is a skill that for many is build over time and 
induces anxiety. Make it fun and celebrate your child’s success. Another 

area which we have focused on is our reading comprehension, 
grammar and spelling. They love to write! They have incredible 

imaginations, which they had to stretch during our studies of fairy tales 
and fables.  

January will prove to be another busy month. I am looking forward to 
our studies of Antarctica and ice science. We will also learn about 

famous scientists from history as well as chemistry. In Math we will 
learn about area and geometry. Our Social Studies focus will be 

western expansion and pioneers.  
Thank you for all of your support and generous gifts and overall love. I 

am truly so very lucky. My days with your children are dynamic and 
exciting. I could not ask for more.  

Happy New Year.  
Love,  

Ms. Megan  

THANK YOU 

CLASS 
PROJECTS 

NO SCHOOL 

This short month has been full of 
festivity.  In between celebrations, our 

friends learned about the geography of 
Europe and about Reptiles.  All of my 

first grade friends had at least one turn 
on our reading website (Speekaboos).  
All of our reading groups continued to 
meet as well.  We also did math and 

language works during this brief time in 
December. 

In January,  we will be continuing our 
Montessori Math and Language topics 
with new winter themed works.  I will 

introduce dynamic addition and 
subtraction again.  Our continent will be 
Antarctica, we will look at its food chain, 
animals, and maps.  In Science, we will 

study the Water cycle and Oceans.  Our 
friends will also find works on sharks 

and whales on the science shelves.  We 
will choose new chapter books to read 

in our reading groups after we finish the 
books with which we are nearly finished.  

I also plan to start taking groups of 
seven to the library downtown so our 

friends can choose new books for Silent 
Sustained Reading. 

I hope everyone has a wonderful Winter 
Break! 

Sincerely, 
Ms. Gina and Ms. Jennifer 

We will be hosting a Scholastic 
book Fair beginning February 25th.  

We are in need of parent 
volunteers to  assist Amanda Gill 

with this event. Please email 
chldrenshouselewiston@gmail.com 

 if you are interested! 

BOOK FAIR VOLUNTEERS 
We will be hosting a Scholastic 

book Fair beginning February 25th.  
We are in need of parent 

volunteers to  assist Amanda Gill 
with this event. Please email 

chldrenshouselewiston@gmail.com 
 if you are interested! 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
NO SCHOOL  1  NO SCHOOL 2 SCHOOL RESUMES  3   4 

  

WINTER 

 BREAK 

 

WINTER 

 BREAK 
WELCOME  

BACK 

7 8   9   10   11 

 

 

 

 

 

14   15   16   17   18 

21 NO SCHOOL  22 23 24 25 

 Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day 

Idaho Human 

Rights Day 

 

28 29 30 31 

 

 

Newsletters, Invoices 

& Tax Statements  

 Sent Home 

 

 


